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Abstract

Following the settlement of Jews from the Diaspora in Palestine—a land they entered through the
shedding of indigenous blood and the spread of corruption and persecution—numerous empires,
both Eastern and Western, vied for control of the region across successive centuries. This led to the
forced expulsion of the Jews by various powers, including the Babylonians, Persians, and Romans.
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Subsequently, internal conflicts erupted after the establishment of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah
(931 BCE — 587 BCE), necessitating an examination of the root causes behind their displacement.

The Arab world witnessed the stable settlement of many Jewish communities, particularly in Iraq,
Egypt, Yemen, and the Maghreb. These Jews later became known as the "Sephardim," referring to
the original Jews of Hebrew descent. Some of them migrated to the Caucasus region, which was
governed by a pagan tribe known as the Khazars—a Turkic tribe that emerged from the steppes in

the fifth century CE’, in the area between the Caspian and Black Seas. This location, a key trade

corridor between East and West, contributed to the Khazars’ prosperity and drew the attention of
imperial ambitions.

The Khazars' conversion to Judaism was driven by their desire to maintain independence from
the two dominant world religions—Christianity and Islam—Dboth of which were vying for influence

across the known world*. The Khazar king rejected both religions and instead adopted Judaism as the

official state religion. The Jewish faith subsequently spread across Eastern Europe and large areas of
the former Soviet Union, until the Khazar kingdom was destroyed by the Slavic Rus tribes in 965 CE,
dispersing its Jewish population to the far reaches of the European continent.

Keywords: Diaspora, indigenous peoples, Rus tribes, steppes, official religion.
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